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enforce greater accountability of risky 
bank practices and reduce the deficit 
by $3.2 billion over the next 10 years. 

Beyond those actions, President 
Obama’s proposed 3-year spending 
freeze for non-security discretionary 
spending will reduce the deficit by an-
other $250 billion over the next decade. 
The recently adopted House budget for 
fiscal year 2011 reduces the President’s 
request by billions of dollars. I support 
the President’s bipartisan National 
Commission on Fiscal Responsibility 
and Reform and its efforts to identify 
even further opportunities for addi-
tional deficit reduction. 

Mr. Speaker, despite inheriting 
record deficits, we have taken a num-
ber of steps that will restore fiscal re-
sponsibility and reduce the deficit. Al-
ready, our actions, coupled with the 
improving economy, have resulted in 
more than $250 billion in reduction of 
the debt in the current year alone. 

The United States went almost 30 
years between budget surpluses from 
1969 to 1998. The actions of this Con-
gress have set us on the path to ensure 
it doesn’t take another generation. 

f 

SEEKING ADDITIONAL ASSIST-
ANCE FOR VICTIMS OF HURRI-
CANE ALEX 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Texas (Mr. HINOJOSA) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. HINOJOSA. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today for two reasons. The first is to 
thank my colleagues here in the House 
of Representatives, and, secondly, to 
ask for their continued assistance. 

As many of you may know, Hurricane 
Alex hit south Texas the first week of 
July. It was followed by a subsequent 
tropical storm that dropped more than 
a foot of rain on my region, which is 
represented by Congressmen ORTIZ, 
CUELLAR and myself. Even more rain, 
30 inches, fell in the mountains of Mon-
terey, Mexico, and over the next 2 
weeks, the Rio Grande River swelled to 
record levels, causing flooding along 
the U.S.-Mexico border in Texas. 

The Texas border, from Laredo to 
Brownsville, is home for over 2 million 
people. The international bridges in 
this region carry the bulk of U.S. land 
trade between the United States and 
Mexico. The border region is primarily 
protected by a Federal levee and 
floodway control system operated by 
the International Boundary and Water 
Commission, better known as the 
IBWC. 

Although it is responsible for over 500 
miles of levees just on the U.S. side and 
seven dams, for decades it received ap-
proximately $5 million a year for main-
tenance of those levees. As a result, a 
Corps of Engineers assessment in 2005 
showed that hundreds of miles of the 
levee system were inadequate, too low 
or to weak to be certified. Several of 
the dams were also of great concern. 

When the report was published, my 
border colleagues and I knew we had to 
work hard and fast to protect the mil-

lions of people we represent. We began 
working with the IBWC, the Corps of 
Engineers and local officials to get the 
information we needed to make our 
case to Congress. We thought outside 
the box. 

Hidalgo County, with 750,000 people, 
one of the fastest growing counties in 
the Nation, worked with IBWC and the 
Department of Homeland Security to 
develop an ingenious plan to combine 
the Federal effort to fix the levees with 
the effort to build a new border fence. 
The resulting border-wall concept met 
DHS’s criteria for a fence and rein-
forced the IBWC levees. 

The county believed so much in this 
project and its urgency that it raised 
bond money and gave $82 million to the 
IBWC to expedite the repairs, even 
though these structures were totally a 
Federal responsibility. Hidalgo County 
is one of the poorest in the Nation and 
should not have had to spend their 
scarce resources on a Federal project. 
They deserve to be reimbursed. 

In Washington, we met with the ap-
propriators from both sides of the aisle 
to make our case. I want to particu-
larly thank Congressman FRANK WOLF, 
Congressman DAVID PRICE, Congress-
man JOHN LEWIS, Congresswoman NITA 
LOWEY and Congressman DAVID OBEY 
for understanding the need and pro-
viding us with $400 million over the 
last 4 years to make the badly needed 
repairs. 

As a result, the river levees in Hi-
dalgo and Cameron Counties were re-
paired. Dams and floodways near Pre-
sidio were repaired, although not be-
fore we suffered flooding that cost the 
lives of U.S. and Mexican heads of the 
International Boundary and Water 
Commission who died in a helicopter 
crash while surveying the damage. All 
along the U.S.-Mexico border, repairs 
have been made. 

I have a few pictures that dem-
onstrate what this meant during Hurri-
cane Alex. Here is a map showing what 
we would have experienced in Hidalgo 
County if the levees had not been re-
paired. Everything in blue would have 
been a humongous lake of approxi-
mately 150 miles. It would have looked 
like New Orleans did under Hurricane 
Rita and Hurricane Katrina. This blue 
area of water would have covered most 
of the major population area, endan-
gering hundreds of thousands of people 
and causing billions and billions of dol-
lars worth of damage. 

Despite historic levels of 20 and 30 
feet over flood stage, which makes the 
Rio Grande cresting at 59 feet, the cars 
on the new Anzalduas Bridge show the 
daily traffic coming north from Mex-
ico. As you can see the Anzalduas 
Bridge, it shows that the water all 
around us is holding up very well be-
cause of the wall and the strengthening 
of the levee system. 

Look at this. Unfortunately, despite 
our progress and historic funding, 
IBWC internal floodways north of the 
river still have not been repaired. Lev-
ees in this area did not hold and com-
munities have been flooded. 

This picture shows a section of the 
Rio Grande River with no levees and 
the resulting flooding that occurred. 

This final picture is of the Anzalduas Dam. 
Record river water flows forced the IBWC to 
divert river water into the spillway that leads to 
the floodway. For weeks, water releases from 
all of the upstream dams have been diverted 
into the floodway because there was too much 
water for the dams to hold back. The record 
river flows have weakened dams like Amistad 
and Falcon which were of concern to the 
Corps back in 2005. Although they held this 
time, they may not the next time. 

In conclusion, I want to thank Congressmen 
ORTIZ, CUELLAR, REYES, DOGGETT, RODRIGUEZ 
and the other members of the Border Caucus 
for their help. I appreciate the assistance 
Chairman BARNEY FRANK and his staffer Tom 
Glassic provided with our flood mapping and 
insurance issues. 

I close by saying that I want to 
thank all the Members of this body 
who responded to our pleas, and I urge 
them to help us finish the job and com-
plete the system. It is much less expen-
sive than cleaning up after a natural 
disaster. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until 10 
a.m. today. 

Accordingly (at 9 o’clock and 13 min-
utes a.m.), the House stood in recess 
until 10 a.m. 

f 

b 1000 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker at 
10 a.m. 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, the Reverend Daniel P. 
Coughlin, offered the following prayer: 

Through Your Word all was created. 
In Your Word all can be healed and 
brought to the fullness of life. By Your 
Word we are taught the ways of justice 
and led to peace. 

Speak, Lord, Your Word to this as-
sembly of the 111th Congress, that this 
Nation may be strengthened in virtue, 
grow in its capacity to embrace the di-
versity of peoples, surround them with 
security and right order, and so give 
You glory, now and forever. Amen. 

f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House 
her approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman 
from Texas (Mr. POE) come forward and 
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lead the House in the Pledge of Alle-
giance. 

Mr. POE of Texas led the Pledge of 
Allegiance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

SOCIAL SECURITY 

(Mr. TONKO asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. TONKO. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today just a few weeks in advance of 
the 75th anniversary of Social Secu-
rity. This bedrock promise, earned 
with a lifetime of hard work, should be 
available for our Nation’s seniors and 
future generations. However, my 
friends on the other side of the aisle 
are once again attempting to privatize 
Social Security. 

Returning to previously rejected 
ideas, Republicans want to create a ca-
sino economy and play Russian rou-
lette with your hard-earned benefits. If 
they had succeeded, for instance in 
2005, seniors would have lost trillions 
more in the stock market meltdown of 
the Bush recession. Instead, nobody 
lost a penny of Social Security. 

In the area that I represent, many 
people are hurting. Families and sen-
iors are facing uncertainty and anxiety 
ranging from their mortgage pay-
ments, to credit card bills, and more. 
Let us not add to that anxiety by re-
turning to failed ideas of the past. We 
must keep America moving forward. 

There is a very clear choice here. We 
can hand the Social Security system 
over to Wall Street and continue rais-
ing anxiety, or we can strengthen the 
current system. I stand with our Na-
tion’s seniors to strengthen Social Se-
curity for the years to come. 

f 

PAKISTAN DISLOYAL ALLY? 

(Mr. POE of Texas asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. POE of Texas. Madam Speaker, I 
heard from a Texan yesterday who was 
mad about why taxpayers are shelling 
out another $500 million for Pakistan. 
Americans are already giving Pakistan 
$1 billion a year. And Secretary of 
State Hillary Clinton said officials in 
Pakistan know where Osama bin Laden 
is hiding. Well, why don’t they tell us 
where the terrorist of the desert, 
Osama bin Laden, is? 

Isn’t Pakistan supposed to be with us 
in this war in Afghanistan? And if 
they’re not our ally, why are we giving 
them billions of taxpayer dollars? Now, 
in light of the illegal release of classi-
fied documents, Pakistan also appears 
to be taking our money and supporting 
our enemy, the Taliban. Maybe Paki-
stan isn’t the loyal ally we pay them to 
be. 

We should not be giving money we 
need here at home to countries that 

are friends in public and thieves behind 
closed doors. As my colleague LOUIE 
GOHMERT says, ‘‘We don’t have to pay 
these people to hate us. They will do it 
for free.’’ 

And that’s just the way it is. 
f 

GUN LEGISLATION PRIORITIES 

(Mr. QUIGLEY asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. QUIGLEY. Madam Speaker, this 
week Congress will vote on the Pro-
tecting Gun Owners in Bankruptcy Act 
of 2010 under suspension of the rules. 
This bill permits individuals filing for 
personal bankruptcy to exempt fire-
arms from the claims of creditors. 
Really? 

Today, there is a House bill spon-
sored by 109 Members of Congress that 
would close the gun show loophole and 
keep guns out of the hands of terror-
ists, felons, and the mentally ill. 
Today, there is a bill sponsored by 37 
Members of this Congress that would 
prohibit those on the terrorist watch 
list from purchasing firearms. Each 
bill is supported by mainstream Amer-
ica. Each bill would save lives. Have we 
called either bill to the floor for de-
bate? No. 

Yet Congress stands at the ready to 
enact new policy that would require a 
bankruptcy judge to sort assets into 
two piles: one pile for guns, one pile for 
all other personal belongings. We need 
to reassess our priorities and regain 
our common sense. It’s a time to stop 
pandering and start acting responsibly. 

f 

PRESIDENT OBAMA’S JOB KILLING 
MORATORIUM ON AMERICAN EN-
ERGY PRODUCTION 

(Mr. BOUSTANY asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. BOUSTANY. Madam Speaker, I 
rise to highlight what the President’s 
capricious and arbitrary moratorium 
on American energy production is 
doing to families. 

The wife of a rig worker forwarded a 
letter to me that she sent to the Presi-
dent and to Secretary Salazar saying 
that while they may not need regular 
work, she and her family cannot keep 
going without jobs. Her family has bills 
to pay which are now 3 months behind, 
and they will lose almost everything 
they’ve ever worked for as a result of 
this arbitrary moratorium on energy 
production. 

Her husband relies on rig exploration 
jobs, and even sent copies of their bills. 
She said her bank will not wait out the 
moratorium to receive her mortgage 
payment of over $3,000 past due. She 
said her family will probably lose their 
cars. They won’t even have a car to 
live in if this thing persists. 

Due to the moratorium, her husband 
lost a 30-day exploration job that 
would pay $732 a day, a total of $21,960 

for 30 days. This is an arbitrary and 
malicious moratorium, and it needs to 
end. 

f 

WAKE UP, AMERICA 

(Mr. KUCINICH asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. KUCINICH. Wake up, America. 
WikiLeaks’ release of secret war docu-
ments gave us 92,000 reasons to end the 
wars. Pick one. 

Wake up, America. Main Street is 
falling apart, businesses have closed, 
bankruptcies abound, people are losing 
their jobs, their homes, losing their re-
tirement security, the middle class is 
falling apart, workers’ rights are not 
being protected, the government’s out 
of money. There’s not even money for 
childhood nutrition. 

Wake up, America. There’s unlimited 
money for war, money for a corrupt 
government in Afghanistan. When U.S. 
money is not going to the Karzai mob’s 
personal use, it goes to help the 
Taliban kill our troops. There’s money 
for a corrupt government in Pakistan, 
which helps the Taliban in Afghanistan 
kill our troops. Meanwhile, our troops 
are committing suicide in record num-
bers. 

Wake up, America. How can we solve 
the world’s problems if we can’t solve 
our own problems here at home? 

f 

b 1010 

WE MUST FIGHT AGAINST THE 
COMING TAX INCREASES 

(Mr. SMITH of Nebraska asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. SMITH of Nebraska. The update 
of the President’s budget estimates re-
leased Friday shows Washington still 
has not gotten the message. Dangerous 
economic and fiscal policies are not 
helping our country. They’re resulting 
in deficit, debt, and an economy which 
continues to struggle. 

Now after 18 months of government 
takeovers, Congress is positioned to 
allow the largest tax increase in his-
tory on American families and small 
businesses to take effect next year. 
January 1, 2011, every single tax brack-
et will increase. That means if a small 
business in Grand Island, Nebraska, 
paid 35 percent in Federal taxes this 
year, next year it will have to pay 
nearly 40 percent. When Times Square 
celebrates a new year, Americans who 
own a farm or ranch will see death 
taxes rise from 0 to 55 percent. 

We cannot tax and spend our way 
back to a healthy economy. I urge my 
colleagues to join me against any tax 
increase on working families, small 
businesses, and farmers and ranchers 
before they wake up on January 1 to a 
brave new world. 
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